
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR MISSION 
 

A Community that       
ignites curiosity and  
prepares children for  

the future. 
 
 

OUR VALUES  
 

Respect, Responsibility, 
 Integrity 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

Easter Raffle Draw 
Friday 3rd April 

 
 
 

NOTES HOME: 
 
 

Social Distancing for 
school grounds 

 
Aquaponics News 

 
Letter from the Minister 

of Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPERVISION  
PROVIDED BETWEEN 

7:50am TO 2:45pm 
 
 

As you would be aware Term 1 will end Friday 3 April 2020. Week 11 will 
now be Pupil Free Days that will allow our teachers and staff the               
opportunity to work collaboratively to develop high quality educational 
programs for Term 2 that will ensure all Durack students have optimal 
opportunities to reach their full potential.  
 
The Education Minster has announced that in Week 11 school will                 
remain available for the children of essential workers and vulnerable             
children. The program to be delivered during this week will look different 
to what we are currently delivering. Students will not be working with their 
classroom teacher but will be engaging in collaborative activities with all 
age groups. 

If you require Before and After School Care please ensure that you book 
your child/ren into the care you require. 

For the remainder of this week and throughout next week we will be                       
communicating live on Facebook at 9am, 11am and 1pm. Parents, we 
encourage you to join us at these times as we will be sharing different                 
activities that you can do with your children but it is also a way for                 
everyone in our community to stay connected. 
To connect with us on Facebook go to facebook.com/Durack School NT 
We are also asking that you reach out to other Durack families if they are 
not on Facebook and encourage them to join our page. 
 
Thank you everyone in our community for your support over the past few 
weeks, we greatly appreciate it. I would like to acknowledge our                    
dedicated Administration Staff who have worked tirelessly to produce the 
‘Learning Packages’ and continually communicate with our parents and 
school community. 
 
We wish you a wonderful   
Easter. Our Easter Raffle will be 
drawn this Friday live on our 
Facebook page at 1pm. 
 
Kind regards 
Cindy  

 April 1st, 2020             Term 1                   Newsletter No. 5 

Website address:        
http://durackschool.nt.edu.au/ 

Phone:   89977555     
Email: durack.school@ntschools.net. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dignity and Determination 

http://durackschool.nt.edu.au/
mailto:durack.school@latis.net.au


ABSENCES 
 
Please contact the school 

if your child is absent.  
 

This may be done in the           
following ways: 

 
 phoning the office 

on 89977555 
 
 Note to your child's 

teacher 
 
 Emailing the school 

durack.school@ntschools.net  
 

 email via school     
website  

 
 Skoolbag app 
 
 
If your child is absent for 

three or more                  
consecutive days a  

Doctor’s certificate is         
required. Please see                        

Department of Education 
guidelines for further          

information. 

 
 

Updating  
Information 

 
If you have changed any 
of your details such as  

address, phone number, 
medical conditions or any 
other  information please 
inform us at the Office so 

we are able to update 
your child’s records. 

 
 

Student Banking 
 

Student Dollarmite    
Banking is done each   

Friday. If you are           
interested in opening an 
account for your child we 
can provide you with an 
information pack at the 

office. 

Some names are intentionally left off this publication due to permissions. If you would 
like to update your child's details,  please see the ladies in the office. 

 On Track AT DURACK 

Savahna  
 

 

 

Lily-Rose 

McCarthy 

Paiton                 

Bohm 
 

Zane               

French 
These awards will be presented 

in classes on Friday.  



TIPS FOR PRACTISING GOOD HYGIENE 
 

 Use a tissue or your elbow to block a cough or a sneeze, keep your hands clean and avoid 

touching your face 

 If you are unwell, contact your General Practitioner who will assess if you need to be tested 

for COVID-19 infection and arrange for to you to be tested – call ahead first as there may 

be protocols in place to prevent the spread of the virus 

 Maintain at least one metre between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing 
 

TALKING TO CHILDREN ABOUT CORONAVIRUS  
 

If a child brings up Coronavirus or asks questions, it is important to acknowledge how they may 

be feeling and to answer questions as honestly as possible. This will help them feel informed and 

understand what is happening.  

It is important to emphasise that even though there is one confirmed case of the virus in the 

Northern Territory.  Also, it is important students understand the low risk of serious illness.    

1. Be aware of your own behaviour 

It's important that adults understand the effect their own behaviour can have on chil-

dren. If you're visibly upset or react in a way that suggests you're fearful, children will 

take their cues from you.  
2. Stick to the facts 

Ensure you stick to the facts. This will help keep conversations calm, considered, and 

constructive.  
Sharing factual information should help reassure children that there is no immediate risk to 

themselves, their friends, or their family. 

3. Explain what efforts are being made to contain the virus  

Authorities are responding quickly. Travel in and out of the affected areas has been 

restricted, and scientists are working to develop a vaccine.   
4. Offer practical advice 

For the time being the easiest way to reduce the risk of being affected by viruses of 

any sort (including the common cold) is to practice good hygiene.   

These are easy habits for children to adopt, and should help them feel as though 

they're able to exert some control over their circumstances. 

 

RESOURCES TO SUPPORT YOUR DISCUSSION WITH CHILDREN AND STUDENTS 
 

https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/ https://

schools.au.reachout.com/natural-disasters/dealing-with-bad-world-news 

https://emergingminds.com.au/  - If you scroll down about half way there is a video for parents 

intended to upskill them in how to talk to their child about the pandemic.  

Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY), see two resources below 

How to talk to your children about coronavirus – ABC 

Worried about your child getting coronavirus? Here’s what you need to know – The Conversation 

https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://schools.au.reachout.com/natural-disasters/dealing-with-bad-world-news
https://schools.au.reachout.com/natural-disasters/dealing-with-bad-world-news
https://emergingminds.com.au/
https://www.aracy.org.au/redirect?h=z8UslZA%2FRvmro5ZbaCHFZ0E90SbHFNONPu%2F2sYitH86blsqnLkSxsxDv%2BCqxXPMI
https://www.aracy.org.au/redirect?h=9mK%2FGbsv84pzUTA5hy5LTkE90SbHFNONPu%2F2sYitH86blsqnLkSxsxDv%2BCqxXPMI


Secret laboratory floor description 

In this treehouse floor, we have lots of things, like…: 

A super advanced solar panels that also work in the 

night, just in case the electricity shuts down.  

A telescope that’s really advanced, you can see aliens 

on planets.  

A secret door filled with all the supplies around the 

world that all supplies never expires. 

A big red button, that sets an alarm 

A big jaw breaker, that’s from the new world record 

history however not a display it’s a real jaw breaker 

A nice TV, with test results from the tests we are    

doing 

Three couches, for us to sit in to see the test results. 

A very nice laboratory table to add our test tube holder 

in, so they won’t crash on the floor 

A fusing machine, where we can fuse anything together 

to see what it comes out in the results  

A passcode door to enter the floor to the lab, for extra 

security 

And a giant robot in the back, to assist us in our work. 

        Shania, Sierra and Darren 

In the treehouse. we are on the 

Animal Fantasy floor. We have 

beds and a nice view with tons 

of animals.    Our most unique 

animals are the centaur and 

hippogriffs. The most exotic                 

animal is the chameleon bird. 

This is a chameleon mixed with a 

peacock. 

 
William, Jakayla and Kody 

 

In the Secret room, on the 
secret floor we have a 

pool, sports room, and a 
gaming room. We also 

have a secret cubby where 
we can hide. This is        

camouflaged by a box with 
feathers and pom poms on 

it. There is a plant in the 
garden that reveals a      

secret entrance.  
 

Victoria, Samuel and Eva 

34-STOREY 
TREEHOUSE 

 

By 3/4 Kellam 



In the Alien Room, tree 
house level there is a special 

bunker on top of it to             
camouflage it so no one 

knows that it is there. Andy 
and Terry have a stockpile of 
alien food. It is two stories 
high and has a rainbow for 
the background on the top 
floor. Jill talks to the aliens 

and animals downstairs to tell 
them not to run off. Andy 
and Terry investigate the  

aliens and to test their DNA. 
Nevayah, Noah, Deon and 

Xavier 

On the Candy 
Land level of the 
tree house there 
is lots of candy. 
There’s cotton 
candy, hubba 
bubba bubble 

gum walls,            
chocolate walls 
and a fridge full 
of candy. There 

are rainbow 
snakes made of 

lollies and differ-
ent rainbow            

coloured fairy 
floss ceilings. 

When Terry and 
Andy visit Candy 

Land they eat 
the candy.               

Afterwards the 
candy grow back 

again. 
Layla, Tia 

On the Pet Palace level there is a cool blue. We 
have many different pets. There are dogs, bunnies, 

zebras and horses. Also there is a humongous   
colourful comfy sofa that the pet can sleep or sit or 
play on. There are water and food bowls so they 

can eat and drink too. Also the beds are the same 
the same colour as them. There’s a very cool     

design on the floor around the carpet. Each pet 
has its own toy!  

Hailey and Kanwalpreet 

Imaginary land arrives at the very top of 
the treehouse and it is full of amazing  
experiences .There is a bouncing room 

that you can jump up and down onto fluffy 
cushions. You can even float in the air. The 
disco ball sparkles and the hip hop music 

makes you want to dance. There is a      
midori fountain that is so peaceful and an 
orange fanta fountain that bubbles away.  
When you come to imaginary land anything 

is possible, including the cloud library             
upstairs. The stairs can turn into a slide. 

The fish in the pond can change colours as 
they swim around. 

Ryza, Tuhmina and Mahala 



 

 

Although public Anzac Day events have been cancelled across 
Australia, the Durack community can still safely commemorate a 

different kind of dawn service this year.  
Australians are being called to honour Anzac Day by standing at 

the end of their driveway or balcony at 6am for a minute’s silence to 
remember our fallen soldiers and current serving ADF members. 

LEST WE FORGET 

You may even like to make a wreath for Anzac Day using egg cartons. 
Materials Needed: 
Paper plate, black sharpie, ruler, glue, red, black and green paint, scissors 
and an egg carton. 

 
Use a ruler to draw two horizontal lines across the plate. Cut out the space 
either side of the two lines. Cut individual cups from the egg carton. Paint 
the poppies red and black. Paint the paper plate green. Glue on Poppies. 
Write “Remember” or “Lest We Forget” across the centre. 





Please return tickets and money to the office by                         

Thursday April 2nd 

$1 per ticket 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drawn LIVE on our Facebook page 

Friday April 3rd at 1pm 

 

Winners who are not at school will be phoned 

& prizes will be delivered. 

Durack School NT 

Apart from our newsletter,                  
our Facebook page is our main                   

information communication tool. 
Like us on Facebook and stay               
informed and up to date with                 
‘What’s happening at  Durack!’ 


